April 23, 2009

Sandra Cantu will be missed, and I join
those who grieve as we celebrate her
short life.

THE REAL COST OF CAP-AND-
TRADE LEGISLATION

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, this week,
House Democrats begin hearings on so-
called ‘‘cap-and-trade’ legislation. It is
their legislative response to concerns
over global climate change. Even
former Vice President Al Gore will tes-
tify tomorrow here on Capitol Hill. But
as many around the country and in this
body are realizing, there are a lot of in-
convenient truths about the cap-and-
trade bill.

The Democrat plan actually caps
growth and trades jobs, and the truth
is this cap-and-trade legislation is es-
sentially an economic declaration of
war on the Midwest by liberals in
Washington, D.C., and it must be op-
posed.

Under the Democratic plan, esti-
mates suggest the average American
household could face more than $3,000 a
year in higher energy costs, and people
in the Midwest, like us in Indiana, will
bear the largest burden. Even the
President, as candidate, said, ‘‘Under
my plan of cap-and-trade, electricity
rates would necessarily skyrocket.” We
can only estimate these numbers, Mr.
Speaker, because the Democratic plan
includes no numbers.

The truth is the American people de-
serve to know what all this is going to
cost. The Democrats and the Congress
need to come clean about the cost of
their cap-and-trade bill, and when they
do, this Congress and the American
people will reject it.

——————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 1145, NATIONAL WATER
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
INITIATIVE ACT OF 2009

Mr. ARCURI. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 352 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 352

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1145) to imple-
ment a National Water Research and Devel-
opment Initiative, and for other purposes.
The first reading of the bill shall be dis-
pensed with. All points of order against con-
sideration of the bill are waived except those
arising under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI. Gen-
eral debate shall be confined to the bill and
shall not exceed one hour equally divided
and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Science
and Technology. After general debate the
bill shall be considered for amendment under
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the five-minute rule. It shall be in order to
consider as an original bill for the purpose of
amendment under the five-minute rule the
amendment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Science and
Technology now printed in the bill. The com-
mittee amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute shall be considered as read. All points
of order against the committee amendment
in the nature of a substitute are waived ex-
cept those arising under clause 10 of rule
XXI. Notwithstanding clause 11 of rule
XVIII, no amendment to the committee
amendment in the nature of a substitute
shall be in order except those printed in the
report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution. Each such amend-
ment may be offered only in the order print-
ed in the report, may be offered only by a
Member designated in the report, shall be
considered as read, shall be debatable for the
time specified in the report equally divided
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment,
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question in the House or in the
Committee of the Whole. All points of order
against such amendments are waived except
those arising under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI.
At the conclusion of consideration of the bill
for amendment the Committee shall rise and
report the bill to the House with such
amendments as may have been adopted. Any
Member may demand a separate vote in the
House on any amendment adopted in the
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the
committee amendment in the nature of a
substitute. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New York is recognized
for 1 hour.

Mr. ARCURI. Mr. Speaker, for pur-
poses of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-
BALART). All time yielded during con-
sideration of the rule is for debate
only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ARCURI. I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members have 5 legisla-
tive days within which to revise and
extend their remarks and to insert ex-
traneous materials into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. ARCURI. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 352 provides for
a structured rule for consideration of
H.R. 1145, the National Water Research
and Development Initiative Act of 2009.

Among the many challenges we face,
none is more elemental than protecting
our water. Increases in population,
growing energy demands and shifting
weather patterns jeopardize water sup-
plies across the country. Water is es-
sential and irreplaceable, but many
Americans are unaware that many sup-
plies across the country are at risk.

It is critical that we coordinate the
efficient use of water resources and
maintain water quality. Competent
water management is essential if we
are to meet the competing needs of
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transportation, industry, agriculture,
recreation, and power production, but
currently more than 20 Federal agen-
cies carry out research and develop-
ment on some aspect of water supply,
water quality or water management.

H.R. 1145 would address this issue by
creating a National Water Research
and Development Initiative to improve
Federal, State and local government
activities related to water research and
development. The bill would improve
coordination on Federal research by es-
tablishing an interagency committee
to ensure Federal agencies work to-
gether on critical water issues.

A lack of coordination and competing
interests frequently strain agencies
and local communities tasked with
managing a limited water supply. A
perfect example of this problem can be
found in my district in Upstate New
York, where the Hinckley Reservoir
supplies water for 130,000 residents in
my hometown of Utica and for the out-
lying areas; but as with most bodies of
water, the reservoir serves multiple
uses, not just as a source of drinking
water but as a source of hydropower
and a water supply for the canal and a
recreational site.

After years of battle between the
local water authority and the State
canal corporation over rights to the
water, a couple of summers ago, the
Hinckley Reservoir drained to within 3
feet of disrupting the water supply.
That was not because of a lack of
water. That has never been the issue.
Rather, it was the lack of a cogent
water policy and agreement by the con-
flicting interests. The low reservoir
level impacted hydropower generation
at a local power facility, and it jeop-
ardized drinking water safety. A situa-
tion like this is unacceptable, espe-
cially when there is a large amount of
water available. It is critical that we
put measures in place resolving the
conflicting objectives and poor commu-
nication between agencies.

This underlying bill and the water
census it creates is the first step in
that process for similar situations that
exist, not only in New York State but
around the country. That is why I'm
offering an amendment that will re-
quire the interagency committee cre-
ated by this bill to study competing
water supply uses and how different
uses interact and impact each other.
Our water supply is invaluable in so
many ways, not only for consumption
but for the generation of electricity,
for the production of food, for transpor-
tation, and for recreation, just to name
a few. We must be sure to balance these
competing interests in an efficient and
equitable way.

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support the
National Water Research and Develop-
ment Initiative Act. I hope that my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle
will continue to support it as well.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
thank my friend, the gentleman from
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